
TITLE 41
INSURANCE

CHAPTER 24
PROPERTY INSURANCE CONTRACTS

41-2401. STANDARD FIRE POLICY. (1) No fire insurer shall issue any fire
insurance policy covering on property or interest therein in this state,
other than on the form known as the New York standard as revised in 1943,
except as follows:

(a) An insurer may print on or in its policy its name, location, date
of incorporation, plan of operation, whether stock, mutual, reciprocal
or organized under special charter provisions, and if mutual or recip-
rocal whether on cash premium or assessment plan; and if it be a stock
company, the amount of its paid up capital stock, the names of its offi-
cers and agents, the number and date of the policy, and, if it is issued
by an agent, the words, "this policy shall not be valid until counter-
signed by the duly authorized agent of the company at ...."; and, if a
mutual or reciprocal insurer, the policy must state the contingent lia-
bility, if any, of its policyholders, members, or subscribers for pay-
ment of losses and expenses not provided for by its cash funds.
(b) An insurer may print or use in its policies printed forms of de-
scription and specifications of the property insured.
(c) An insurer insuring against damage by lightning may print in the
clause enumerating the perils insured against the additional words,
"also any damage by lightning whether fire ensues or not," and in the
clause providing for an apportionment of loss in case of other insurance
the words, "whether by fire, lightning or both."
(d) A domestic insurer may print in its policies any provisions which
it is authorized or required by the law to insert therein, and any for-
eign insurer may, with the approval of the director, so print any pro-
vision required by its charter or deed of settlement, or by the laws of
its own state or country, not contrary to the laws of this state; but the
director shall require any provision which, in his opinion modifies the
contract of insurance in such a way as to affect the question of loss, to
be appended to the policy by an endorsement or rider as hereinafter pro-
vided.
(e) The blanks in the standard form may be completed in print or in writ-
ing.
(f) An insurer may print upon policies issued in compliance with the
preceding provisions of this section the words, "Idaho standard pol-
icy."
(g) An insurer may write upon the margin or across the face of the pol-
icy, or write or print in type not smaller than nonpareil upon a slip,
slips, rider or riders to be attached thereto, provisions adding to or
relating to those contained in the standard form; and all such slips,
riders, endorsements and provisions must be signed by the officers or
agents of the insurer so using them.
(h) If the policy be made by a mutual, reciprocal or other insurer hav-
ing special regulations lawfully applicable to its organization, mem-
bership, policies or contracts of insurance such regulations shall ap-
ply to and form a part of the policy as the same may be written or printed
upon, attached or appended thereto.
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(i) Every policy shall have legibly inscribed upon its face and filing
back suitable words to designate whether the insurer making such insur-
ance be a stock, mutual or reciprocal insurer, provided, that any in-
surer organized under special charter provisions may so indicate upon
its policy and may add a statement of the plan under which it operates in
this state.
(j) Every fire policy shall contain language that provides for a thirty
(30) day written notice to the insured prior to cancellation of the pol-
icy, provided however, that where cancellation is for the nonpayment of
premium, at least ten (10) days' notice of such cancellation, accompa-
nied by the reason for the cancellation, shall be given. If delivered
via United States mail, such ten (10) day notification period shall be-
gin to run five (5) days following the date of postmark. Proof of mail-
ing of notice of cancellation, or of intention not to renew, or of rea-
sons for cancellation or nonrenewal to the named insured at his address
shall be sufficient proof of notice.
(k) Every fire policy shall provide that it becomes effective at 12:01
a.m. of the standard time of the place where the property covered by the
insurance is located, on the effective date of the policy.
(2) An insurer issuing the standard fire policy is authorized to affix

thereto or include therein a written statement that the policy does not cover
loss or damage caused by nuclear reaction, nuclear radiation or radioactive
contamination, all whether directly or indirectly resulting from an insured
peril under the policy; but nothing herein contained shall be construed to
prohibit the attachment to any such policy of an endorsement or endorsements
specifically assuming coverage for loss or damage caused by nuclear reac-
tion, nuclear radiation or radioactive contamination.

(3) The standard fire policy is not mandatory for vehicle insurance, or
for marine insurance, or inland marine insurance as the same is defined pur-
suant to section 41-1401(2), Idaho Code, or for insurance on growing crops.

(4) Any policy or contract otherwise subject to the provisions of sub-
section (1) hereof, which includes either on an unspecified basis as to the
coverage or for a single premium coverage against the peril of fire and sub-
stantial coverage against other perils need not comply with the provisions
of subsection (1) hereof, provided:

(a) Such policy or contract shall afford coverage, with respect to the
peril of fire, not less than the coverage afforded by such standard fire
policy,
(b) The provisions in relation to mortgagee interests and obligations
in such standard fire policy shall be incorporated therein without
change,
(c) Such policy or contract is complete as to all of its terms with-
out reference to the standard form of fire insurance policy or any other
policy, and
(d) The director is satisfied that such policy or contract complies
with the provisions hereof.
(5) With respect to a commercial insurance policy, such standard fire

insurance policy may exclude coverage for loss by fire or other perils in-
sured against if the fire or other perils are caused directly or indirectly
by terrorism. As used in this section, the term "terrorism" means a violent
act or an act that:

(a) Is dangerous to human life, property or infrastructure;
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(b) Results in damage within the United States, or outside of the United
States in the case of an air carrier or vessel or the premises of a United
States mission; and
(c) Is committed by an individual or individuals, as part of an effort
to coerce the civilian population of the United States or to influence
the policy or affect the conduct of the United States government by co-
ercion.

[41-2401, added 1961, ch. 330, sec. 552, p. 645; am. 1975, ch. 208,
sec. 1, p. 577; am. 1978, ch. 91, sec. 1, p. 168; am. 1987, ch. 278, sec.
15, p. 585; am. 1990, ch. 240, sec. 3, p. 686; am. 2005, ch. 81, sec. 1, p.
292; am. 2005, ch. 237, sec. 1, p. 727; am. 2006, ch. 359, sec. 1, p. 1092;
am. 2008, ch. 216, sec. 1, p. 672.]


